
WHERE TO INSTALL
DA KOTA™ p re f i n i s h e d  p a n e l s  a re  fo r  i n t e r i o r  u s e  o n ly. 
B e fo re  yo u  b e g i n ,  a l l ow p a n e l i n g  t o  a c c l i m a t e  fo r 
a t  l e a s t  7 2  h o u r s  i n  t h e  ro o m  i t  w i l l  b e  i n s t a l l e d .  D o 
n o t  s t o re  o r  i n s t a l l   DA KOTA™ p re f i n i s h e d  p a n e l s  i n 
e nv i ro n m e n t s  w h e re  d r a s t i c ,  p ro l o n g e d  f l u c t u a t i o n s 
i n  t e m p e r a t u re  a n d /o r  h u m i d i t y  o c c u r ;  s u c h  a s 
3 - s e a s o n  ro o m s  o r  g a r a g e s .  I n  l o c a t i o n s  w h e re 
h u m i d i t y  m ay b e c o m e  a  f a c t o r,  e n s u re  ex p o s e d  e n d s 
o f  p re f i n i s h e d  p a n e l  a re  p a i n t e d  o r  b u t t  j o i n t s  a re 
c a u l ke d ,  w i t h  p a i n t a b l e  c a u l k ,  t o  p reve n t  m o i s t u re 
f ro m  b e i n g  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  yo u r  p re f i n i s h e d  p a n e l .

Helpful Tip: If installing in a bathroom, avoid direct contact 
with water and maintain proper ventilation to avoid prolonged 
exposures of humidity to the prefinished panel.

HOW TO INSTALL
P a n e l s  c a n  b e  i n s t a l l e d  d i re c t ly  t o  t h e  s t u d s  o r 
wa l l  s h e a t h i n g .  I f  d i re c t ly  ove r  f r a m i n g ,  p a n e l  j o i n t s 
s h o u l d  b e  c e n t e re d  o n  wa l l  s t u d s .  Fa s t e n  t o  t h e  wa l l 
eve r y  1 6 ".

W h e n  i n s t a l l i n g  p re f i n i s h e d  p a n e l s  o n  ex t e r i o r  o r 
b e l ow g r a d e  wa l l s ,  a  va p o r  b a r r i e r  m u s t  b e  u s e d .

Helpful Tip: To conceal seams between prefinished panel joints, 
a color matched satin finish paint can be applied to walls prior 
to installation. Visit the                    paint department to find 
color matched paint.

CUTTING RECOMMENDATIONS
W h e n  c u t t i n g ,  t h e  f i n i s h e d  s i d e  s h o u l d  b e  t owa rd 
t h e  c u t t i n g  b l a d e .  A p p ly  p a i n t e r s  t a p e ,  a n d  s l ow ly 
c u t  w i t h  a  L a m i n a t e / M e l a m i n e  b l a d e  ( S K Us  1 0 ” : 
2 5 2 - 6 6 5 9 ,  7- 1 / 2 ” :  2 5 2 - 6 6 6 5 )  fo r  t h e  s m o o t h e s t  e d g e 

BUTT JOINTS BETWEEN ENDS

1/16"

Recommended: Paint cut ends with matching latex paint

P a i n t  m a t c h e s  fo r  DA KOTA™ p re f i n i s h e d  p a n e l s 
c a n  b e  fo u n d  a t  yo u r  l o c a l               s t o re .  W h e n 
p re f i n i s h e d  p a n e l s  a re  p ro p e r ly  a c c l i m a t e d ,  a  1 / 1 6 " 
g a p  i s  re c o m m e n d e d  fo r  a l l  e n d - t o - e n d  b u t t  j o i n t s 
t o  a l l ow fo r  a d e q u a t e  ex p a n s i o n  a n d  c o n t r a c t i o n  o f 
t h e  p a n e l .

A lways  l e ave  a n  1 / 8 "  g a p  b e t we e n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e 
l a s t  p a n e l  a n d  t h e  c e i l i n g .  Us e  DA KOTA™ m o u l d i n g 
t o  c re a t e  a  d e c o r a t i ve  t r a n s i t i o n  b e t we e n  yo u r  wa l l s 
a n d  c e i l i n g s .

WALL TO CEILING TRANSITION

DAKOTA™ PREFINISHED PANEL INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

STEP ONE
Fo r  wa l l  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  b e g i n  i n  o n e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e 
ro o m .  A p p ly  a  3 / 8 ”  b e a d  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a d h e s i ve 
t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  p a n e l  ( S K Us  1 0  oz :  5 2 0 -1 9 9 8 , 
2 8  oz :  5 2 0 - 2 0 07 ) .  Le ave  a  m i n i m u m  o f  a n  1 / 8 "  g a p 
b e t we e n  t h e  c o r n e r  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  p a n e l . 

STEP TWO
S e c u re  p a n e l s  by n a i l i n g  i n t o  e a c h  wa l l  s t u d  w i t h 
1 - 1 / 2 "  f i n i s h i n g  n a i l s .  I f  n a i l i n g  by h a n d ,  p re -
d r i l l  p i l o t  h o l e s  b e fo re  i n s t a l l i n g  t h e  n a i l .   Us e 
a  n a i l  s e t  t o  s i n k  i n  n a i l s  b e l ow t h e  s u r f a c e .  

Helpful Tip: Fast track your installation by renting or buying a 
finish nailer and compressor from your local                      store.

P R E F I N I S H E D  PA N E L S  A R E  R EC O M M E N D  FO R :
-   Wa l l s

-   C a b i n e t r y

-   Re t a i l  F i x t u re s

-   H o b by a n d  C r a f t  P ro j e c t s

N OT R EC O M M E N D E D  FO R :
-   F l o o r i n g

-   C e i l i n g

-   P o t e n t i a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  wa t e r

-   Lo c a t i o n s  t h a t  a re  n o t  t e m p e r a t u re / h u m i d i t y  c o n t ro l l e d


